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Defensive Coordinator Raheem Morris 

 

(On his initial reaction after watching Bills S Damar Hamlin collapse) 

“Fear. Immediate prayer and hope that everything was okay. But also watching 

the guys handle it, talking about (Bills Head Coach) Sean (McDermott) and 

(Bengals Head Coach) Zac (Taylor), I thought they handled it with the utmost 

class and I was really a little prideful of how my colleagues and people that you 

work with and people that you know handled that situation with the care that 

they did, recognizing immediately that it wasn't a normal injury and handled it 

how you wanted to handle it. I thought that was outstanding, I thought that was 

awesome the way that was handled. Just the two coaches coming together, 

you rarely see that in our profession. We grow way too easy and comfortable 

with injury and watching people leave and then continue to do what we do, but 

to watch those guys get together and figure out what was best for the team, 

what was best for their guys, what was best needed for each other, I thought 

was absolutely outstanding.” 

  

(On having a team meeting about Damar Hamlin’s injury) 

“I think it's important to bring up things that are happening, especially when 

they affect the players and they affect the coaches the way that they potentially 



can when you're talking about anything. It's only happened a couple times up 

when I’ve the National Football League. Social justice a couple years ago when 

I was in Atlanta and (former Falcons Head Coach) Dan Quinn had to run one of 

those types of meetings. COVID obviously the last couple of years whether 

you’re being here, whether you’re being away and how you want to handle it 

with your family and people you care about. And then something that happens 

directly on a football field that nobody's accustomed to seeing, those are other 

times you just want to give people opportunity to get their feelings out to talk 

about it, to let them know that there's people there obviously if they need 

something. There's a lot of people on our team that know Hamlin. There's a lot 

of people on our team that can relate to Hamlin and all of them really because 

of how normal the play was, and even our coaches. I talked to our coaches the 

other day, I said, ‘It was so normal on what both happened by (Bengals WR) 

Tee (Higgins) and Hamlin that you see every day that you coach, whether 

you're on offense teaching a drop step, or whether you're on defense teaching 

a tackle.’ It was just such a normal play that everybody had something to say or 

feeling and it's got to be put out there and given the opportunity to have some 

type of a voice and speak about it. I think when we came in this building, that 

was one of the first things we did by (Head Coach) Sean (McVay) and I thought 

it was outstanding. I thought it was excellent just because you give those guys 

a chance to speak, talk, go through their emotions, and put the human element 

first.” 

  

(On how LB Bobby Wagner will react to going back to Seattle for the first 

time since joining the Rams and if he will talk to him about it) 

“I don't. Bobby's pretty, as we all know now, kind of reserved. He's kind of to 

himself. He's a real prideful, passionate, intentional, eloquent-type of player so 

when he comes to work, he's going to work. Will it mean some more to him? 

There's no doubt. There's only the human element of that. The way he played 

the first time we played them, the way he's played all throughout the season, 



his pride and his passion that he brings to every single game is just 

unparalleled to a lot of people. I want to go out there and get a win for him. I'm 

going to flat out just say it for him and for his teammates and for the guys that 

wanted to place so hard for him the last time and just to be able to do that for 

Bobby because of Bobby. All the things he's given us, let's go give him 

something back.” 

  

(On Bobby Wagner being 10 tackles shy of breaking the Rams’ single-

season tackle record and what that says about the year he has had) 

“I talk about it every week, but you just get so numb to him getting a hundred 

tackles a year. I believe this year is 126 tackles and interceptions, maybe two. I 

think he's got 6.0 sacks. His year has been just awesome and you can't even 

go beyond that because of what he does for the team and his voice and the 

recognition that he has with everybody else around him, our time at breakfast. 

He's an outstanding human to be around. I'm glad I had a chance to coach him 

this year and be around that type of a human. I could only compare it to the 

likes of (former Buccaneers LB) Derrick Brooks when I was lucky enough to be 

around him as a very young coach, and the impact that he had on the team 

because he was the voice of everybody. He was the voice for everybody, he 

was the voice to the people, so to speak, within the locker room, to the 

coaches. It didn't matter. He did his in the sauna, Bobby does his at the 

breakfast table. It was very paralleled and the same position and that type of 

leadership when you get that type of stuff, It’s’ really special. You don’t want to 

leave out (former Rams LB) London Fletcher either, but that position and those 

type of guys, they really remind me of those type of figures and they’re just 

special people.” 

  

(On why DT Aaron Donald hasn’t been on the sidelines during the games 

like QB Matthew Stafford and WR Cooper Kupp) 

“Well, I saw him yesterday. He beat me up pretty good in the hallway. He's in 



good spirits. Aaron's kind of to himself as we always know. Aaron's no different 

than what Aaron is out there now than what he is when he is playing. He's 

usually pretty quiet, he's usually pretty reserved. We brought something out of 

him different last year when we went on that run, but Aaron's one of those guys 

who works in silence. He sneaks in the office, he talks with his coaches, he 

does his deal, he talks with his guys. He doesn't want to be the center attention 

a lot of the time, not to say that (WR) Cooper (Kupp) and (QB) Matthew 

Stafford do, but they're more probably ready to do some of those things 

different than Aaron. Aaron might get on the field if he's out there, so it’s 

probably best that he's not.” 

  

(On where he would like to improve defensively) 

“We’ve got to get back to owning the run. Last week was one of the rare 

occurrences that we were able to give up some rush yards. The big 80-yard run 

or whatever it was, that's obviously going to get that out of whack, but we got to 

get back to just being able to own the run. It starts with our young guys up front, 

it goes with our fits in the second level, and it goes with our finishing the tackles 

on the third level so it's just across the board of what we’ve got to do. And it's 

got to be a mindset because that's a part of our philosophy of winning, that's 

part of our identity, that's a part of what we do, that's part of what we talk about 

first and foremost right from the beginning of our meetings, our sessions every 

single day. We’ve got to get back to those things. We’ve got to get back to 

harnessing and stopping the run and do some of those things in this last game. 

Then get those guys back to go out there and play, go out there and play fast, 

and that's what we want to do.” 

  

(On how he approaches the evaluation of some of the younger players in 

the last week) 

“You know it was really funny, I never really realized this was the final game of 

the season. You know obviously, but you don't think about it that way. For me 



it's just about the constant improvement and the betterment of our defense, our 

team, what it takes to win the games, all the things that you talk about from a 

normal day-to-day standpoint. You can't put a measurement on that. The 

measurement of those things to me happen when you start your off-season 

evaluations, your studies and all those types of things. But we’ve got places 

that we want to see the team grow and we've seen it grow over the last couple 

of weeks. We've seen some drop-offs, up-and-down types of performances and 

you want to see those things become more consistent. If we can get those 

things to get to a consistent level, we can finalize this season and like I said, 

ultimately at the end of the day, get this win for Bobby. That'd be something 

that we would all love to do.” 

 

(On what he’s seen from QB Baker Mayfield since he joined the team) 

“I've seen a guy come in and really fit in.  When I say fit in, I mean fit in with the 

culture, fit in with the competitive environment. As you guys know, we've done 

these mamba periods, it's good on good periods and those things have been as 

fun as they can get around here. We had the opportunity to get them because 

of guys like Baker and because of the guys competing, whether it's (DB) Jalen 

Ramsey, whether it's (LB) Bobby Wagner or whatever those names are that 

you know (are) bringing out the competitive nature, the (WR) Van’s (Jefferson) 

and all those types of guys, but it's been fun. So I've seen the guy fit in, I've 

seen the guy absolutely grasp the situation and go into the moment and try to 

win the moment and go out there and be his very best self and I'm very proud 

of us being able to acclimate him into our system as quickly as possible to get 

those things going. I just see a worker. He's not done anything out of the 

ordinary, he's just came and gone to work and that's a really positive thing for 

us.” 

  

(On what he sees in college games that differ from  NFL games) 

“I do try not to look at it that way because of the gruesome experience of 



looking at all these college tapes and looking at what's going to come up when 

(GM) Les (Snead) has to put me through that process, I like it to be fresh. I try 

to look at it as a fan. I try to look at it as an enjoyment moment and then you get 

with a guy like (Penn State Head Coach) James Franklin, you're able to 

compare some notes and talk about some things and talk about what happened 

during the season and how it's going on and really getting a chance to catch up 

with an old friend, it's something that I enjoy. So when you watch it as a fan 

right now, it becomes a lot of fun. I can't wait to see the national championship. 

It's really fun watching it with your guys, whether it be the night before games or 

whatever the case may be, to see the excitement, the pride that these guys 

have in their schools, to see everybody else around that's either a hater or a 

person that's cheering for those guys, it really brings some team camaraderie 

together that’s really fun and awesome.” 

  

(On how the team was effective stopping the run early in the year, how 

that changed in recent weeks and if there is anything the defense can do 

to troubleshoot and problem-solve for that late trend)  

“I'm going to try to answer that without giving away game plan-type secrets 

because that's a really detailed question, but (I’ll) shorten it up as much as 

possible. We got to get back to getting people in the box, knowing if it's making 

their hits and controlling the line of scrimmage and if we can get back to doing 

those things, we'll have a chance to get back to getting that steady 

improvement, that consistency that you want to take into the following seasons. 

And if we can do those things with these young guys and gain that kind of 

confidence that they can do those things, that allows you to get to the stuff that 

really makes winners and really makes the winning edge that we have and 

we've had here for a while. I’ve got so much confidence in these young guys 

that they're able to do that. They played some really good competitors down the 

stretch. That LA Chargers team and that running back (are) special. I think 

they've done some really good things versus the Raiders, who I thought had a 



special running game when we played them, but we can get back to even be 

better and these are great tests for these young men, and I look forward to 

those challenges.” 

 

Offensive Coordinator Liam Coen 

 

(On his initial reaction to the situation with Buffalo Bills S Damar Hamlin) 

“Yeah, I just never really seen anything like that before on a field and seen a 

ton of very serious injuries and things that you don't really want to look at and 

have to see. You’re just really confused, wasn't sure what was really going on. 

Yeah, one of my really good friends is on that field coaching and was in that 

situation with those players and coaches and fans alike. Yeah, you just 

feel…your heart just hurts and some of the news you're hearing now, it just 

makes it a lot better that you hear some of the positive things that are coming 

out of there. But you just feel awful because we've all played the game, but 

we're coaches, man, we don't really put our bodies on the line ever. So I think it 

puts a lot of perspective on what these guys truly do week in and week out.” 

  

(On what would be fulfilling for the offense to get out of the last game of 

the season against Seattle besides a win) 

“I think for us to play a little bit more like we've shown to be able to play and we 

play at a high level. We struggled a little bit last week in some instances, but 

there were also some really good things that came off of that tape. You see 

(RB) Cam Akers again continuing to build off of the success that he's had, saw 

(TE) Brycen Hopkins, another guy that's just continuing to make plays with 

some of the opportunities. That's really what it is fun to watch. The win is great, 

like you had that loss last week and as disappointing as that result is, when you 

watch the film the next day, you can't help but get excited and feel proud and 

feel happy for the guys that have been able to step up, make plays, make the 

best out of their opportunities because that's really what is the joy of coaching 



is being able to see these guys be able to develop and execute, but also have 

fun doing it.” 

  

(On what he’s seen from WR Van Jefferson this season) 

“The confidence continues to grow as he continues to get healthier and 

healthier and more confident in his body, but also with the offense. He didn't 

hear a lot of the ball plays for a little while there while he was rehabbing and a 

lot of these things are just starting to really come back to fruition for him. Van's 

one of my favorite guys on the team, worked very closely with him. You can't 

help but be really happy for the types of guys that are having success like he is, 

being the human beings that they are. He's an unbelievable person, father, and 

friend. He lights up the room when he walks in. He's just the type of guy that 

you want to surround yourself with. So I couldn't be more excited for Van and 

really that crew as a whole because they're just continuing to make the most 

out of their ops (opportunities) and you see their improvement. That was the 

thing you saw last week about some of the struggles that we had. I believe 

we're improving. I still believe that we're improving and that's really exciting to 

see.” 

  

(On if he’s seen the same increased confidence in Cam Akers as he’s 

seen in Van Jefferson) 

“Yes, a hundred percent.” 

  

(On what differences he has noticed in Cam Akers) 

“As I've kind of mentioned, his detail without the ball. Everything's great when 

he has the ball in his hands and he's starting to do some of the things that he's 

done, that he's shown at a high level, that he's been able to do in the past, take 

that out, this is unbelievable to see him take his game and elevate it the way he 

has. And whether that's repetitions, whether that's focus, whether that's health, 

whether that's all these things, I really don't know exactly what has led to Cam 



having the success that he's had. I just know that around the building when you 

see Cam, when you're around him, you just see a little bit of a different look in 

his eye. The focus, the concentration, the confidence that he's been able to 

almost walk around the building with, and he's a quiet by nature dude, but 

smiling a lot again. And I think a lot of that comes with confidence. Success 

helps, but the confidence that you're seeing out of Cam… but his details 

without the football has been tremendous. And then it's gotten to the point now 

you feel like when we hand the football off, we're going to get some yards. You 

feel confident when we're handing the ball off and he's making seven or eight 

out of nothing sometimes.” 

  

(On Cam Akers’ pancake block when he was picking up the blitzer during 

last week’s game) 

“Man, we've seen that out of him before. He had one on (Arizona Cardinals S) 

Budda Baker earlier in the season on a blitz pickup. He has that in him and he's 

strong, he's explosive, but it was more the finish. He got his job done. (QB) 

Baker (Mayfield) slid off the spot a little bit and then he just continued to go and 

it wasn't dirty or malicious, it was just the finish. We always talk about effort, 

strain, burst and finish, and that's something that you saw in that one rep 

completely all come together.” 

  

(On what it means for the offense next year with Cam Akers playing 

successful in the run game and with getting QB Matthew Stafford and WR 

Cooper Kupp back) 

“If we can build off of that momentum, you'd almost love for Cam for the season 

to continue because just to see what it could be for him specifically to build off 

of this. But you can't help but have confidence I think if you're looking at some 

of the pieces that are coming back and having a run game be able to really 

come together. The run game we all know takes all 11, but when the back is 

doing special things, it makes it a lot better. You can't always block the looks 



perfectly. You're not always going to run into clean looks. And I think for a long 

time as coaches, you feel like you need to put these guys in every single 

position possible to be successful whereas the way he's running right now, 

you're able to maybe call and run some more things and kind of just let him, 

hey, well somebody's free, he's going to make you miss. That's football too, 

winning one-on-one matchups, and he's giving us that right now and hopefully 

that continues to lead on to the off-season with some of the other guys coming 

back as well.” 

  

(On what he’s learned about seeking balance offensively and what works 

and what doesn’t after a challenging year with injuries) 

“You're truly more equipped to handle difficult situations, personnel changes, 

injuries, all those things. You're more equipped as a coaching staff, but you're 

also a little bit more equipped as a player. I think there are some things that 

when other guys have to play that you don't have a ton of chemistry with and 

camaraderie with and all those things, well it just gives them the opportunity 

sometimes, right? Some of the opportunity balls that we've been able to kind of 

get off and seeing the guys make some of those plays, I think it gives the likes 

of (QB) Matthew (Stafford) and some of these guys confidence that, well, 

maybe I didn't throw that ball to (WR) Ben Skowronek a million times in practice 

to get that chemistry like we might on a lot of other plays, but it's just the 

opportunities that you can present to the guys that it's just next man up 

mentality. But it prepares you to be able to handle some of the difficult 

situations, but also I think for some of these guys who are getting these reps 

and opportunities, it's only building depth. It's only building depth and 

competition and I think the quarterback, Matthew, being around it all to be able 

to see these things, it's great for him.” 

  

(On the big picture differences between college and NFL games) 

“I think that we've had some pretty solid crowds, but they haven't really, a lot of 



them been for us, but the place has been rocking, right? It's a great place to 

watch a game and to be a part of. I think that that's going to really show itself, 

the city, the area is going to be pretty cool for people to come in and be around 

because I'll be honest, there isn't better places than a college campus on a 

Saturday on weekends. It's a really cool place to be and the fans, the tailgating, 

it's just a little bit different, I would say, than the NFL. This is entertainment, this 

is a game, but there's a little bit of a different vibe and feel when you are around 

a college campus for a big day college gameday. But also, from an offensive 

standpoint, I would say the National Football League, to me, it's the fronts. The 

fronts and the first and second level of the defenses in the National Football 

League are completely different. A lot of these guys are obviously coming from 

the college ranks, but each team in the National Football League I believe is 

just built differently from the front seven specifically on the defense and that's 

where you can see these spread offenses, but also just the likes of TCU 

beating Michigan doing it the way they did, you can see when you put guys in 

space that really don't want to be in space all that often, it creates a lot of 

conflict. The hash (mark) difference, to be able to use the field the way you can 

in the college game. But to me it's the fronts. The skill players are…You got 

one-on-one matchups, all those things are across the board, but the past rush 

in the National Football League in known passing situations versus college, I’d 

say it’s night and day.” 

  

(On if he’s decided about his offer to coach at the University of Kentucky 

and what that process is like)  

“I have not made a decision quite yet. The focus obviously has been to truly put 

everything into this and this opportunity to be around these guys. There's so 

many of these guys that I'm not only coaching them or they're players, I'm really 

close with them as friends and also the staff. So I’m going to take the next 

couple days after the game to think it through, talk through it with my family, my 

wife Ashley, and kind of make a decision that's best for us. And definitely never 



 

easy, but that's kind of this world is you get opportunities, you have to weigh 

and decide the pros and cons, make your lists, and figure out what's best for 

you and your family. The focus is here for sure, and we'll definitely come up 

with that in the next few days.” 

 

  

--RAMS-- 

  

 


