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Head Coach Sean McVay 

 

(Opening Remarks) 

“Out for the game (is) (OC) Brian Allen, (DT) Marquise Copeland, (DT) Aaron 

Donald, (LB) Jake Gervase, (LB) Travin Howard, (WR) Ben Skowronek, and 

(QB) John Wolford, and there we go.” 

  

(On how Aaron Donald is doing) 

“He’s doing good, he’s making good progress.” 

  

(On if he expects Aaron Donald to play at all the rest of this season) 

“Probably not.” 

  

(On what’s the thinking behind ‘probably not’ having Aaron Donald play 

the rest of the season) 

“I just think, will he be fully cleared to be Aaron Donald? If he is then you talk to 

him and see, but if not, we will err on the side of being smart with him. But 

obviously, he's a guy that has certainly earned the right where you talk to him, 

but he's not cleared yet. I don't know that I see that changing in the next couple 



weeks, but if it does, then I'll let you guys know as you will find out earlier in 

those weeks.” 

  

(On if the players who are injured at still in the building) 

“Oh, yeah, those guys have been around. A lot of them are doing their rehab 

and kind of staying engaged and leading in their own way. So it's a credit to the 

character of those guys and the leaders that have done it for a long period of 

time and kind of have earned that C (captain) on their chest.” 

  

(On what he’s seen from Denver Broncos QB Russell Wilson and their 

offense) 

“Yeah, but I think when you look at most recently, against the (Kansas City 

Chiefs) Chiefs unfortunately, he ended up getting that hit that took him out of 

the game, but he was playing really well. (He) looked like the guy that we've 

been accustomed to seeing, making plays in the pocket, being able to create 

with his legs, had some production actually running the football, and then being 

able to kind of buy some time and create some of those off-schedule types of 

things. He's a guy that you know too well to know what he's capable of. He's 

always been a guy that's motivated to play at a really high level. I think they're 

doing a really good job, especially over the last couple weeks. You look at what 

they did against Arizona, I know offensively, he didn't play but they did a lot of 

really good things. They had some good short fields by their defense and they 

were able to capitalize on that to get a win. I thought they played outstanding 

against the Chiefs. When (the) Chiefs jumped out to a lead, they ended up 

making enough plays, whether it be in the screen game or being able to get 

some efficient runs and make some of those plays that I alluded to that Russell 

made to get him right back in against arguably one of the best teams in the 

league.” 

  

(On if he will have family out here for Christmas)  



“Yeah, I think my parents are getting in today, my uncle and my cousin who 

works for the Rams. So it'll be good to be able to spend some time with family, 

but it's one of those deals… today's a Friday, we're kind of getting ready. We're 

such creatures of habits with the rhythm and routine during the season even 

though going from a Thursday game to a Monday game, it's been a little bit 

different. But based on just, when you finish the game up being able to enjoy 

that night and then maybe a little bit of the next day. But family time is always 

appreciated.” 

  

(On how his wife Veronica Khomyn’s family situation is going in Ukraine) 

“(It’s) about the same. I appreciate you asking. She's so strong and so is her 

family. I was watching with her when (President of Ukraine Volodymyr) 

Zelensky ends up visiting (President Joe) Biden the other day. That's one of 

those deals where they're safe right now, but there's so many different moving 

parts. We talk about adversity that we've gone through, whether it's injuries or 

some of the results, and then you get really a real perspective on what real 

adversity is and how you want to handle it, and how her family's handled it, how 

she's handled it. She's a rock and they're doing as good as they can. I 

appreciate you asking.” 

  

(On how TE Brycen Hopkins is doing this year with his limited playing 

time) 

“Yeah, I think you look at it just based on some of the personnels that we've 

been able to activate based on the injuries and some of those other things has 

limited some of the things that you want to be able to do with Brycen. (We) 

want to try to be intentional about getting him some opportunities. (TE) Tyler 

Higbee's obviously been a staple for us and played at a really high level for a 

long time here. But that is something that we want to be able to try to get some 

opportunities for him that have been earned.” 

 



Defensive Back Jalen Ramsey 

 

(On if Broncos QB Russell Wilson’s game has changed since being 

traded to the Broncos) 

“He's the same player. Obviously, they've been going through struggles this 

year offensively a little bit but he's still able to make plays, still able to extend 

plays, still able to get outside of the pocket so that always makes it a little bit 

challenging to contain him. He’s got some good receivers, so they can make 

plays. (It) hasn't worked out for them all the time this year, but they can still 

make plays and do some things. (There’s) some carryover from some throws 

and some things that he likes to do that he brought from Seattle and there’s 

some things from Green Bay that (Broncos Head Coach Nathaniel) Hackett had 

brought over.” 

  

(On if there is anyone that has stood out to him after watching film on the 

Broncos) 

“I don't know. That ain't how I look at tape. I just study what I got to study, keep 

it pushing.” 

  

(On if he has any plans for Christmas with his family after the game) 

“No, not really. My daughters are young so whenever I say Christmas, that's 

when Christmas is.” 

  

(On if he is done with his Christmas shopping) 

“Yeah, I guess so. I ain't got to do too much.” 

  

(On when his daughters will open their Christmas gifts) 

“Look if I told them that Christmas was tomorrow then they'll think Christmas 

was tomorrow. They (are) too young to know. They don't know. They don't 

know no better. If I told them Christmas was today, they'll want to open up gifts 



today so I'm going to just tell them Christmas is on the 26th, then we’re just 

going just do it that way.” 

  

(On his family traditions with Christmas and when he opened gifts) 

“It just depended honestly. My dad, obviously, he was a fireman growing up so 

sometimes he used to have to work on Christmas. Sometimes Christmas for 

me was kind of the same way, it was on Christmas Eve or the day after or 

something like that. Me and my family, I was raised like we ain't really do too 

much. Gifts was stuff cool, but we ain't really care about that, you know what I 

mean? Grandma was a pastor and all that so I was raised in the church, it 

would be like Jesus is the reason for the season. That's what was most 

important. Getting our gifts and games or whatever, like my parents are kind of 

let me and my brother do that whenever we wanted to. We weren't really 

tripping on that. Like me, I'm the baby in my family. I got a little cousin, but she 

different. All my older cousins and stuff, I ain't never really believed in Santa 

and all that. It was Jesus and then my Mom and Daddy were Santa. I wasn't 

really tripping off none of that as far as like tradition like oh Santa bringing the 

gifts and none of that. Like no, I knew where my gifts were in my pop's closet a 

week before. Me and my brother, we weren’t tripping off none of that, you know 

what I mean? We just had like a little different view on it. And I ain't saying I'm 

going to do that with my daughters. I want them to enjoy it, they might have one 

more year. Breelyn might have  one more year, but she’s going to know that I'm 

buying them gifts though. It ain't nobody coming through no chimney, you know 

what I mean? That's daddy for sure. But nah it was always just enjoyable. It 

was like family time. If everybody was available, we’re getting together, we 

going to eat, but it didn't matter which day it fell on. It wasn't anything set 

because my family still had responsibilities to get done. Grandma still had to go 

preach, Pops had to go to work on some Christmases, so it was whatever. We 

didn't have like one thing set in stone.” 

  



(On what he thinks of Broncos DB Patrick Surtain II and his game) 

“He's really good, I think he's really good. I've talked to him throughout the year 

a couple times. Obviously, Coach E (Broncos Defensive Coordinator Ejiro 

Evero) was our defensive backs coach last year and he went over there and 

he’s their defensive coordinator. I've talked to him a few times this year just 

about the game and about what's going on with each other. (He’s) very good, I 

like his game. I think he's a lockdown, shutdown corner. The future's bright 

obviously at the position in my opinion. (He) got his first Pro Bowl nod so 

congrats to him. He's asked to do some of the similar things that I'm asked to 

do here in this defense just at the corner spot. I know how tough that is in this 

defense, so I’ve got a lot of respect for him. I think he's good. I hope he doesn't 

do too much to hurt us on Sunday. Me personally I wouldn't go at him much. 

He's a really, really good player in my opinion.” 

  

(On what he saw in Broncos Defensive Coordinator Ejiro Evero when he 

was with the Rams that made him think he would be a good coordinator 

and eventually a good head coach) 

“He wasn't scared of confrontation. I'm laughing while saying that and that 

might sound different, but that's a great quality to have as a leader. You can't 

be scared to have sometimes difficult conversations and confrontations and 

maybe an argument or two because you’re try to make sure that everybody's 

goal is aligned the same. The same purpose going in week in and week out, 

the same goal and purpose for the season. He was definitely that guy for sure. 

He wanted to make sure we were all on the same page and did any and 

everything to make sure that was going to happen, whether it was easy 

conversations or tough conversations. I respected that a lot about him. Then 

obviously I think he's brilliant, just his mind for the game and how he saw some 

things. We saw things similar sometimes, sometimes we didn't see things 

similar. Even when we didn't see things similar, he had a reason for the way 

that he saw it that way. He was able to articulate that and explained that to the 



 

whole group really well and then we could kind of find terms to get on the same 

page. Other than that, you'll kind have to ask the safeties because he was with 

the safeties a little bit more than he was with the corners and the nickels. As far 

as like leadership ability and what I saw from him, those are a couple of the 

things that really stood out. I thought that he would have success and I think 

their defense is playing pretty well over there, so that's going to show that he's 

done a good job.” 

  

(On what he has seen from some of the younger defensive backs like DB 

Russ Yeast and DB Quentin Lake) 

“Getting to get a little playing time, get a little experience out there, that'll be 

good for the future of the Rams most likely or however that goes, you can't 

really predict it but it should be good. I think both of them are really good. I think 

Russ plays fearless which is something that we all like in the DB room. I think 

Lake has the capabilities to do all that as well and make a lot of plays. He just 

got a little playing time this last week so I can't really speak on him as much as 

I can speak on Russ, but ever since he's gotten healthy and gotten his 

opportunities, he's been ready to be out there willing to do any and everything 

for the team, whether that's on the defense or special teams, both of them 

honestly. So that's been good. They’ve been preparing like they're the starters 

every single week so they'll know when their opportunities come that we can 

trust and believe that they'll be ready. We’ve got a lot of confidence in them. 

When they get out there, they'll play how they play and they'll grow and go 

through their experiences however their journey is for themselves.” 

 

  

--RAMS-- 

  

 


