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(On the third quarter of the Green Bay game when the Packers had back-

to-back touchdown drives) 

“They came out and got the long drive coming out. We helped them with some 

unnecessary penalties, debatable of course, obviously like every penalty that 

happens in the league. We helped them with those penalties and then we 

flipped around and they got the ball back in our territory and flipped that thing, 

that 14-point turn up. We talk about that two-possession game that goes and 

gets us out of whack. Those are the things that can't happen. Us with our 

unnecessary penalties, keeping their drives alive, letting them score, and then 

they got the ball in great field position on the 35-yard line, and they were able to 

score after that. So if we could just avoid those disastrous type moments, you 

would feel really good about the game and have an opportunity to win. We still 

had an opportunity to win down a stretch there, getting the ball back, possibly 

cutting it to one possession, but we weren’t  able to do those things. But really 

that drive coming out of halftime was the big one for them and then getting the 

ball back right there, flipping that point, getting the ball back on the 35-yard line 

going in, and then that last drive giving those guys that nine-minute-drive or 

whatever it was at the end, are the ones that just crush you.” 

  

(On if he notices any big differences in Denver Broncos QB Russell 



Wilson than what he’s done in the past) 

“No, Russell's Russell, they're just not clicking in all cylinders. The league is so 

funny, man. You have good years, you have bad years, you have good games, 

you have bad games. Russell's still able to do things he can do. He's very 

mobile with his feet. He still can throw the ball down the field really well. He 

gets the ball out of his hand very quickly. He's able to do some of those things 

and he makes plays up sometimes and he's able to make plays happen that 

way. It just hasn't gone their way. They're (in) very similar circumstances I 

guess to us when it comes to not getting some stuff done that you got to get it 

done in those critical situations. You just don't want that to be the week this 

week where he is able to get those things done.” 

  

(On if LB Bobby Wagner can provide any insight on Russell Wilson that 

he may not have already from watching him) 

“When I get a chance to sit down with Bobby close to close, I'll get some of 

those things out of him. But right now, there's only been phone conversations, 

things of that nature, but Bobby definitely knows Russell probably as well as 

anybody, what he's capable of doing, what he's capable of not doing, some of 

the things that he can offer to us as far as how to play him, some of the things 

he doesn't like, and all those types of things. But I'm sure Russell has the same 

type of stuff on Bobby Wagner. So those two have a nice little chess match this 

week. They're able to get some of those things done and I feel good about that 

matchup with those two guys, man. It should be nice to see those former 

teammates going against each other this week.” 

  

(On if he makes calls based off Bobby Wagner or other player’s insights 

on former teammates) 

“I always try to gather information first, go through my process, you trust that 

process, the thing that helps you try to go about your business and get stuff. 

Then usually when you're talking with a guy like Bobby, whether we're playing 



Seattle, or we're going to play against a guy like Russell, you could follow it up 

and say, ‘Hey, did I miss anything?’ Then it'll let him elaborate and go into 

different details and things that he has based on the week of preparation and 

what's going on. Like anything else, if you ask somebody what do you have? 

They're going to give you everything they got before they know what you’re 

looking for, what you need. So I like to go through the process first and then 

talk to Bobby later on a Friday, later on a Saturday, going into the game, the 

last minute things on the tip sheet, the last minute things on your call sheet, last 

minute adjustments, last minute types of things that you can get done and 

accomplish with the players. How smart these guys are nowadays anyway, all 

the notes they take, how they've been trained in school, it's a different breed of 

athlete when it comes to the above-the-neck game. These guys, they got it.” 

  

(On if he was surprised Bobby Wagner didn’t make the Pro Bowl) 

“I can't say it's surprising when you're not relevant as we have been and you're 

not able to win some of the games that you need to win, some people like the 

Bobby Wagner's, they get snubbed. It's a shame because he's had a great 

year, he's been outstanding, and that all gets lost when you're not able to win 

enough games. Those are things that happen even when you're Bobby 

Wagner. So I don't think it's a knock on him. I don't think it's a knock on what 

he's able to do and what he's been able to do this year from a standpoint of 

bringing something to us, bringing us juice, bringing us energy, bringing us 

consistent play that he's been able to bring us, and bringing us Pro Bowl-like 

talent, and bringing that elite player that he's been able to be throughout his 

career and I love it. I'm sad that he got snubbed from it, but at the same time, I 

love the man that I've been able to coach this year and the guy that's been able 

to come to play with us every single game.” 

  

(On what he’s seen from DB Russ Yeast, DS Quentin Lake, and DT Bobby 

Brown III) 



“It's been awesome. You’re talking about Russ Yeast, first off, coming off 

playing some of the down situations, been in the mix of some big-time tackles, 

showing his speed on some plays on the ball that you were able to see last 

week. (I’m) really fired up where he can go, right? Really, what are they doing? 

They're defining their roles moving forward and when we are relevant when that 

stuff matters, right? So that's been great for Russ Yeast. A guy like Bobby 

coming into his third year, being able to establish some spots, being able to go 

at nose, last week tried to play a little bit of ‘4I’, a little bit of three-technique. 

Obviously, those things get overwhelming for you when you're playing too 

much and you're doing too much, but he's shown real promise at the nose 

position, he's shown real big body playmaking type of things that we've seen 

from Bobby and you're really excited. Quentin Lake got his first action last week 

on defense. It was a funny joke…(Pass Game Coordinator/Defensive Backs 

Chris) Shula looked at me when T Rapp (DB Taylor Rapp) went down for a 

second and said, ‘He’s never taken a rep (repetition) in practice.’ I said, ‘Have 

you seen his notebook, put him in!’ He was able to go out there and get some 

things accomplished. I got a lot of confidence in those guys, not just because of 

what they're able to do on the practice field, but also what they're able to do in a 

classroom. That's where the high regard comes for the kind of guys we drafted 

and the kind of guys we brought in here. So I'm really fired up about all those 

guys.” 

 

(On how the defense can finish the season the right way) 

“When you talk about finishing the right way, I think it's been happening 

throughout the process. I kind of alluded to it earlier and talked about the things 

you want to try to avoid, that 14-point swing. Those are the things the defense 

can do to help you win. (If) that doesn't happen, we're talking about a one 

possession game for a long time. We got it back down to where it could have 

been a one possession game, but we’ve got to avoid those disastrous-type 

moments. So, what does that mean? Those experiences you learn from, right? 



How do we come out from halftime? How do we not allow the penalties to give 

them first downs? How do we get away from those things…you get a sack and 

then all of a sudden you got an illegal contact down the field that just kills you, 

and not get caught up with all of the stuff you can get caught up into a game. 

Whether it's blaming the (officials), whether it's somebody else's fault, it's just 

looking internally and just figuring out how to win those games and how to get 

those things going because they're going to come up. Last year in the Super 

Bowl year they were the same. There's no big difference. We went out, we 

played hard, we played extremely fast, we were able to do really good things, 

we had moments like that, and we were able to capitalize on some of those 

moments, particularly in the playoffs, particularly down the stretch last year and 

those are things we’ve got to do again.” 

  

(On how a defense balances the development of younger players and 

risk-taking on the field) 

“I don't think I can look at it as the, ‘oh woe is me’ mentality? They're 

developing, right? I’ve got to throw them out there and see what they can do. 

We had a couple situations last week where there's some medium where you 

can't be as aggressive and (Packers QB) Aaron (Rodgers) threw a great pass 

right behind (LB) Ernest (Jones)’s earhole to make a great play to (WR Randall) 

Cobb on a completion and it's like, man that was very close it. It was right there, 

he was at the cusp of it. I think you got to keep practicing those things and 

doing those things and trusting the process and allowing those guys to get 

better because we were closer last week than we were three weeks ago, and 

that's (when) the big things are going to happen. Next year it's going to be a tip 

for a pick and we're going to be celebrating those types of movements and next 

week, that sack’s going to count and we're not going to get the illegal hands 

down the field. Next week, we're going to have the ability not to get the PI (pass 

interference) on (DB) Troy (Hill) and actually catch that pick from (DB) Nick 

Scott. That great play (DB) Jalen (Ramsey) made down the stretch, absolutely 



fighting throughout the process and ripping that ball out are the types of plays 

that you want to have everybody make, everybody feel that way. The fight 

when it comes to Jalen Ramsey, when it comes to Bobby Wagner and it comes 

to those guys bringing all these young guys, it's what you love. It's not been the 

best year for us, but I can tell you what, the optimism looks great for us on 

defense and how we want to go about our business with some of the young 

guys as well.” 

  

(On what he has seen from DT Michael Hoecht) 

“You want to talk about the ultimate learning curve? Let's go from a three-

technique to going to outside linebacker playing at 300-pounds, and then 

having to figure out edge manipulation, to have to figure out is this guy 

wrapping me? Is he bypassing me? Do I have him to the flat? He's going to 

make some mistakes, but he's absolutely shown great promise. I think we've 

seen him hit the quarterback more in the last three weeks than we've seen just 

about anybody on our team other than (LB Leonard) Flo (Floyd) and Bobby 

Wagner. I'm really excited by Michael Hoecht, I'm really excited about his ability 

to come in here and establish a role for himself. The young man is absolutely 

outstanding, as you guys know. His ability to do the different things coming 

from Brown, the elite intelligence. The sky is the limit, let's see where he can 

go. Let's see if you can turn into one of these players that we hope he can 

become and really be beneficial for us.” 

  

(On DB Quentin Lake and how you never know when your opportunity will 

come) 

“That's when those walkthroughs become crucial. When you stack behind 

Taylor Rapp and he's talking, and we know how much Taylor talks and how 

much he communicates, you better be behind him listening. I had the 

confidence to say, ‘Hey, we're going dime with Quentin Lake because I've seen 

his notebook, I've seen the preparation he's put into it, I've watched him work 



with (Head Athletic Trainer) Reggie (Scott) to come and fight to get back,’ so I 

didn't want to rob him of that opportunity to give him a chance. I knew he would 

probably make some mistakes, but I was willing to live with those mistakes 

knowing based on the consequences of the guy that I was talking about.” 

 

Offensive Coordinator Liam Coen 

 

(On how he evaluates what QB Baker Mayfield has done between last 

Sunday’s game and now) 

“He's been here for what, not even two and a half weeks or whatever it's been? 

So, the guy just went on to another jog through and was able to call a lot of 

plays that he’s never called before. Every single day is truly a learning process 

from an information standpoint to be able to regurgitate that information to then 

be able to go and execute the information, so I think he's done a really nice job. 

Some things in the game the other night, we could've liked to have back, but 

we've also got to make some plays around him and be able to execute with all 

11, so I think he's done a really nice job so far.” 

  

(On how crucial the quick passes, check-downs and underneath concepts 

can be for establishing rhythm and tempo) 

“That's big. We missed one on the sack when we end up kind of having (WR) 

Van (Jefferson) on the sideline and (WR) Ben (Skowronek) was on a crossing 

route and we ended up kind of taking a sack there where we had some check-

downs, and that's just learning because there's plays where there's one where 

he hit (RB) Cam (Akers) on the check-down and went for about eight or nine on 

the sidelines. Well, he knew exactly where his check-down was going to be and 

we kind of tweaked a play that would give him a little bit of a different check-

down on the one we ended up taking a sack on. And for us as coaches, we're 

like, well, alright, how can we just make it so tight for him that he knows exactly 

where his outlets are and try to create as much clarity for some of those 



underneath flair control plays that we're talking about. To be able to get those 

things thrown and caught, especially in normal down situations, those are huge 

because it just keeps the ball moving forward and it doesn't put us in any get 

back on track situations. So yeah, just trying to be able to be a little bit more 

efficient with the quick games, some of the underneath and checking the ball 

down and rhythm and timing, it's definitely important as you’ve seen when we 

do check the ball down, when we get play action, typically we're a little bit more 

efficient.” 

  

(On if the consistency with quick passes and check downs helps out the 

offensive line) 

“Yeah, because the ball also comes out. When you check it down, you don't 

have to be on four hitches waiting for a long play to develop and then, oh man, I 

have to check it down. If you get into a situation where the coverage isn't what 

we were looking for right off of the exchange, you can check the ball down in 

rhythm a little bit more to where the offensive line doesn't feel like it's a long 

down where we can get the ball out of our hands, check it down.  It'll be a 

similar thought process with a similar structured defense that we're going up 

against this week.” 

  

(On what he’s seen from RB Cam Akers recently) 

“I mean, first play of the game, right? He had three stiff arms in one play. You 

just saw Cam, I think over the last few weeks, start to get into a little bit of a 

rhythm. He's coming off of injury, he's coming off of a difficult season and all 

these different things. Well, if you're looking for positives, you're looking for 

consistency and production, he's starting to come along a little bit. Obviously, 

we're later in the year, but it's great to have Cam back making some plays and 

it's fun to watch. When he's going, it's really fun to be a part of and there's 

things like every player that you want to be able to have back, reads, cuts, 

whatever it is. At the end of the day, he was productive the other night and 



 

hopefully continues to use that going into this game and for the next few 

games. But when he's productive and he's making plays, things are usually 

good. You also saw, from a coaching staff, we put him out in some empty 

formations and he might not have been the primary on those, but his detail 

without the ball the other night was also improved, and it has been improved 

actually over the last few weeks. So, you just see some details starting to show 

up, some things that we've been kind of on him about for the whole season and 

he's running through some tackles, which is helpful.” 

  

  

--RAMS-- 

  

 


