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Defensive Coordinator Raheem Morris 

 

(On the Rams claiming QB Baker Mayfield and what he might bring to the 

team) 

“(QB) Baker (Mayfield) got a big win against me in Atlanta, and I can't wait to 

see him so I can yell at him because he told me he was feeling hot that day. 

That was a part of that famous press conference of he, ‘felt dangerous,’ so I 

might punch him when I see him. But other than that, that's awesome. (We’re) 

always trying to acquire good talent. Just found out about it actually walking to 

this press conference that we got him. Anything to try to help your guys acquire 

talent and do some different things, that's what the Rams are about.” 

  

(On what QB Baker Mayfield does well as a quarterback) 

“I haven't studied him in a while, but he was always mobile, he was always 

active, he was always one of those guys that can make plays, he’s a 

playmaker. He's always been one of those kinds of guys. Obviously had some 

fall off in Cleveland, obviously he had some fall off with Carolina. We didn't play 



against him, as you guys know, but I’ve got a lot of respect for him. This guy 

was a really good football player, brought Cleveland from pretty much the 

ashes. This game is sometimes thankless, and we get a chance to acquire a 

guy that’s got nothing to lose and something to prove, it’s always awesome.” 

  

(On why the team makes the move now to acquire QB Baker Mayfield) 

“Definitely putting me on the spot, but that's okay. I’ll answer because I love 

you. When you do those things, you always try to acquire talent for your team, 

right? Obviously (QB) Matthew Stafford, our franchise (QB) is out right for some 

for some time, for whatever that is. He'll be out for a bit, and you acquire people 

for your team. You had (QB John) Wolford out that last week. We know how 

volatile this game is and how people get hurt so you’ve always got to prepare, 

you got to move on and definitely us looking into a direction of always having 

somebody to be able to put out there and be able to compete.” 

  

(On how the defense reacts in practice with a new quarterback) 

“It's always hard when you have changes in the quarterback room. You always 

go through those emotions, but it's a part of what we deal with, part of our life. 

Changes in coaching staff, changes in the quarterback room, changes in 

whatever we do, so you’ve got to just be ready to flow and ready to move along 

like we are in this building at all times.” 

  

(On what message a coach gives a player like QB Baker Mayfield when 

they enter a locker room with multiple leaders and big personalities) 

“I don't know if you’ve got to help Baker out. I think he's got enough social 

awareness to be able to do that with the team that he's coming to with some of 

the people he's going to be around. It's hard to be around this type of strong 

leadership, these types of strong-willed people and not try to find your way. 

Even (LB) Bobby Wagner, being as strong as he was in Seattle and the strong 

personality that he has and the greatness that he brought with him, he was able 



to find his way around the locker room first and ease his way into it. Guys with 

common sense and guys with a lot of moxie about themselves, they kind of do 

that naturally and I really appreciate how soft you came in with that question.” 

  

(On DB Jalen Ramsey having been the closest defender on seven 

touchdowns this season and why that has been) 

“Because most of the time he's put in the dangerous spots. He's getting 

probably the harder downs on most of the times you can do those things, and 

he hasn't had this quite success that he wants to have. He wanted to make that 

play at the end of the game that we made earlier in the game, but on almost the 

same exact play with different body position, different people in position. Those 

things happen man, when you're a gun fighter, and that's exactly what he is. I 

give him the hard down (the) majority of the time. People know we give him the 

hard down the majority of the time, and he's willing to accept those things and 

he'll probably do it again this week, accept those challenges and have the 

opportunity to go out there and play.” 

  

(On if DB Jalen Ramsey comes to him asking for those hard assignments) 

“He doesn't have to come. That becomes a part of it when you get that title. 

There are a bunch of good corners in his league and those guys draw those 

assignments a lot, and he's one of those guys that draw those assignments and 

he's drawn them his whole career.” 

  

(On DB Derion Kendrick matching up with Seahawks WR DK Metcalf last 

week and what he saw from him) 

“I think his whole year (there) are going to be growing pains, right? You have a 

missed opportunity on the one touchdown that was to (Seahawks WR Tyler) 

Lockett, that he was on him on that play. He had a go-ball that DK (Metcalf) hit 

him with off of a motion to get to get him matched up with him, great job by 

(Seahawks Offensive Coordinator) Shane (Waldron). All those things have to 



be learning curves, especially when you're a rookie. You're going to go through 

those moments, you're going to have those times. I told those guys today, I had 

to show them what they do well, right? You go through the game after that first 

run when  we were kind of misaligned and we knocked out the run the rest of 

the game. Then we were able to fight our way back into it, we gave up a big 

play and these guys had a couple red zone stops and we had the one big loss 

at the end. And then we had the big missed opportunity by (DB) Cobie (Durant) 

at the end of the game, which could’ve sealed the deal. I would have been able 

to give you my patented phrase that, ‘Stats are for losers.’ Now I'm not able to 

give that to you so we can reflect on those moments, learn from those 

moments, and grow and be able to go moving forward.” 

  

(On DT Michael Hoecht and the game that he had on Sunday) 

“We had talked about it last week in getting a chance to see some of young 

guys and some of the guys that were getting to see: the Cobie (Durant)’s, the 

(DT) Bobby Brown’s, the Hoecht’s. Being a young player at that position and 

that kind of success to go out there and get two sacks when we kind of laughed 

about it in here last week about a guy not even getting the pressure before or 

getting that many snaps. I was fired up for him, fired up for his amount of 

success, and a lot contributes to his coaching staff, a lot contributes to the guys 

that helped him, and lot contributes to him.” 

  

(On what he has seen from the Raiders run game and how he builds on 

last week’s success without DT A’Shawn Robinson and DT Aaron Donald) 

“(Raiders Head Coach) Josh (McDaniels) has done an amazing job of 

establishing the run. They are a two-back offensive team, very similar to San 

Fran(cisco) that we know and how that run game looks. They can come out in 

their one-back stuff in 11 (personnel) and run the ball with… you’ve got to 

include (Raiders WR Mack) Hollins in that, their big time blocking wide out, who 

I loved coming out of college at UNC. I wanted him to do similar things for me in 



Atlanta. He's absolutely taking that role and embraced it. Those guys are going 

downhill and they're accumulating a lot of yards and that young running back is 

having a great season. We’ve got to go out and build on what we started last 

week. After that first play, we were able to go out there and establish some very 

young players doing some really good things. Those guys have got to go mimic 

that and do the same things like we talked about today in our meetings. Thank 

you giving me a Raider question because it's all I’ve been think about the last 

24 hours, as opposed to Baker Mayfield and all that stuff.” 

 

Offensive Coordinator Liam Coen 

 

(On if he was involved in the conversation about claiming QB Baker 

Mayfield and his thoughts on the acquisition) 

“Yeah, a little bit this morning, just kind of talking about the possibility of actually 

acquiring Baker and some of the things that we needed to get done in terms of 

that evaluation process. Obviously (we) watched some film, talked to some 

people that had been around him some and only heard great things about him 

as a person (and) as a teammate. We know as a competitor, he's the type of 

guy that is going to go out and compete his tail off. (I’m) glad to have him in the 

room for sure.” 

 

(On how Baker Mayfield fits into the offense) 

“It's just kind of acquiring talent to be honest. Acquiring somebody to come in 

and evaluate him, but also continuing to evaluate the offense, the other players. 

 It’s more so about acquiring talent and just getting somebody in here that we 

can continue to develop some competitive nature within the room. Those guys 

are all great about it.” 

 

(On if he sees Baker Mayfield on the team for the long-term) 

“That I don't know. That's more so something to play out for the rest of the 



season. We have five weeks left and kind of just go out and see how it plays 

out, whether he plays, doesn't play, depth, I have no idea. Obviously, we'll find 

out about his ability to come in and learn and do all those types of things. But 

(I’m) excited to get him in here.” 

  

(On his realistic expectations for Baker Mayfield with few games left in the 

season and having to learn a new offense) 

“Yeah, obviously if he's the guy that's going to end up starting, you have to do 

some different things in terms of maybe some limited inventory. But from what I 

understand, he's a really sharp dude and I'm sure he's picked up multiple 

different systems, obviously in his time playing professional football. And what 

that is exactly, what that looks like exactly to what we've been doing for the last 

few weeks, (I) couldn't really tell you, but got to believe he is going to be able to 

come in and pick things up pretty quickly.” 

  

(On how they approach evaluating Baker Mayfield coming out in the Draft 

compared to where he is now)) 

“Just looking at the whole picture, where we’re at, where he's at. We're realistic 

about bringing somebody in, acquiring somebody at this stage in the season, 

and what that actually might look like. But if it is something that can provide a 

spark and somebody that can come in and help us compete to win football 

games, that's the ultimate goal for the last five weeks of the season. So 

obviously (I) really liked him coming out. I remember watching him a ton. (He’s 

a) competitor, tries to do everything to win football games. Sean (McVay) 

obviously liked him at the time as well and had some conversations with him, I 

think like during the Combine or something. (He) just liked him as a dude. So 

that's really the extent of that kind of nature.” 

  

(On if Baker Mayfield will play Thursday night) 

“Oh gosh, you'll probably know as much as I would on that right now. I couldn't 



tell you. I haven't spoken to him at all. I've only heard great things about his 

professional nature in Carolina and some of the things that went on there. So I 

couldn't tell you that exactly right now.” 

  

(On what kind of spark Baker Mayfield adds to their offense during the 

adversity they’re facing) 

“Yeah, I think it's just a chance to evaluate. You're always looking for 

competition at every position. You're looking for a chance to evaluate talent and 

that was the goal. The goal was to try to bring somebody in here that can 

continue to add and provide depth but also compete. We felt like that was the 

right decision to make. We feel good about our room and the quarterback that 

we have for the future of the Los Angeles Rams which is Matthew Stafford. But, 

(we) feel obviously pretty good about somebody to come in here and compete 

at a high level for us.” 

  

(On the conversations with  QB John Wolford and QB Bryce Perkins if 

Baker Mayfield plays games this season) 

“That’s just the nature of the business. They understand that this is (an) ever 

evolving situation, as you mentioned. For us as an organization, as an offense, 

the goal is to win football games and we need to put the right guy out there to 

win football games. Whether that's John, Bryce, or Baker at this point, we'll find 

out. So those guys are great. They're professionals. They understand 

competition is part of the job and they'll come back to work for the rest of this 

day and the rest of the week ready to do so.” 

 

Linebacker Bobby Wagner 

 

(On his reaction to the Rams claiming QB Baker Mayfield) 

“Anything to help the team.” 

  



(On what he knows about QB Baker Mayfield’s game) 

“I played against him once or twice I believe. Like I said, anything to help the 

team.” 

  

(On if he was a Raiders fan growing up in LA) 

“I grew up around Raiders fans. I was more of a Chargers guy because they 

were closer to where we lived, but the Raiders were cool.” 

  

(On the Raiders having a big fan base in Los Angeles) 

“I wasn’t around when that happened, I wasn’t born (inaudible). All I knew was 

the Rams and Chargers, and that’s it.” 

  

(On what he has seen from QB Baker Mayfield in his career) 

“I'm not trying to talk about all that. Like I said, anything to help the team, so 

let’s move past that.” 

  

(On what he does as a leader when a player joins the team mid-season) 

“Yeah, you welcome them, you embrace them, you understand the business. 

Coming into a new situation, trying to figure out people in the middle of the 

season is going to be difficult so you just do your best to kind of bring them 

along.” 

  

(On what it was like for him to come into the Rams locker room as the 

new guy) 

“I've been around locker rooms that were very vocal and had a lot of opinions 

and personalities, so what I learned from there was you learn their opinions and 

personalities first before you display your own. That's kind of what I did.” 

 

Quarterback John Wolford 

 



(On his initial thoughts on QB Baker Mayfield joining the quarterback 

room) 

“Yeah, yeah. This is part of the sport. Obviously, the team's going to do what's 

best for the team and welcome him with open arms. It's a good group in there. 

So we're just going to continue to push each other to get better and go about 

our business.” 

  

(On if he expects to start in Thursday Night’s game) 

“TBD. (I’m) just waiting to see how my neck feels and just going through the 

week.” 

  

(On how his neck feels) 

“Feeling better, day-by-day.” 

  

(On how he prepares for a big game this week after hearing the team 

claimed Baker Mayfield) 

“Yeah, regarding the news, I'm not paying much attention to that. Obviously, I'm 

just focusing on the game on Thursday, so that's really all my time is spent on. 

Obviously, it's a quick week. We don't have much time so that's the most 

valuable asset I have right now. So that's where all my energy is going is 

prepping for this game and hoping to be ready.” 

  

(On if he feels he’ll be ready for the game based off his neck recovery this 

week) 

“Yeah, yeah, just taking it day by day and we'll see how it goes.” 

  

(On what stands out with the Las Vegas Raiders defense and secondary) 

“Yeah, yeah. They are well coached. The two (Defensive Ends) DEs are 

obviously great players in (Las Vegas Raiders DE) (Maxx) Crosby and (Las 

Vegas Raiders DE) Chandler Jones. So those would be the two things that 



 

stand out.” 

  

(On if Head Coach Sean McVay talked to him and Bryce Perkins on their 

preparation for Thursday’s Night game) 

“Yeah, we go about our preparation in a similar manner as a normal week. Just 

everything is condensed and we're doing a Wednesday and a Thursday today 

in what would normally take two days, we get it all in one and just packaging 

everything together. So not much. Just for me, I’ve prepared for Thursday Night 

games before so I kind of get how it goes.” 

  

(On when he found out about Baker Mayfield joining the team) 

“Yeah, I found out right before our first walk-through. Coach McVay let me 

know.” 

  

(On what the difficulty would be for Baker Mayfield learning the offense 

so quickly) 

“With any offense, there's intricacies, there's code words, the cadence even 

can be complex. So it's not easy, but he's played a lot and it's not like it can't be 

done.” 

  

 

  

--RAMS-- 

  

 


