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Defensive Coordinator Raheem Morris 

  

(On comparing Bills QB Josh Allen to Falcons QB Marcus Mariota) 

“I don't know their exact 40 times, but you're talking about two guys that 

physically run the football and have the ability to hurt you with their legs. Josh 

did a great job last week in moving the chains. We got to be in rush lanes and 

do some of those different things and Mariota is very similar when it comes to 

that so you can compare those guys. Fair comparison when it comes to running 

the football. Obviously, Mariota has been his league for a while. He's done 

some really good things. Josh has been his league for a short amount of time 

and has grown so much and done some really good things and was absolutely 

all he's made out to be, and he showed it last week. We got to go out here and 

play a great opponent that's done a nice job using their skill sets, done a nice 

job of using their people, playing a hard nose brand of football and we have to 

go out and compete.” 

 



(On what it is like to prepare for a team like the Falcons that uses players 

with “position-less” qualities) 

“It's built kind of how you like it. Like we talk about defense, having people that 

can move around and do multiple things. When you talk about (Falcons RB) 

Cordarrelle Patterson being a running back, a receiver, a return man, a tight 

end, whatever you want him to be. And the same thing with (Falcons TE) Kyle 

Pitts, same thing with a couple of their guys they have on their team that can 

move around and do different things. They create so many matchup problems 

with their personnel groupings, whether it's 21, whether it's 22, just whatever 

you want to call it that day. They have the ability to move around, do a bunch of 

different things, so you’ve got to rely more on your instincts and how you call 

the game based on what the flow of the game feels like and what they're trying 

to get done within that game. Obviously, they did a nice job coming out last 

week, showing some different things to the Saints. I’m sure we’ll get a couple 

different things as well, but they will stick to their foundations and be who they 

are. (Falcons Head Coach) Arthur (Smith) is pretty transparent in how he goes 

about his business. Those guys do such a great job of coming out and 

preparing those guys for their toughness. You can see the increased toughness 

on the football team and I expect nothing less.” 

 

(On him coming from the Falcons recently and if he has noticed them 

doing anything differently) 

“Significantly different. Obviously their defense has changed a bunch, that 

changes a bunch of personnel. They got bigger up front. They were able to still 

keep some key pieces like a (Falcons DE) Grady Jarrett who's absolutely 

outstanding when you're talking about that. Then you slide up to the offense, 

obviously they lost a big dog in (Colts QB) Matt Ryan last year, but he was able 

to play for him for a year. Him moving out of there… (Buccaneers WR) Julio 

Jones moved on the year before so they kind of got rid of some of those entities 

and they brought some other people in. They moved on. They had a big 



turnaround on offense. From the offensive line standpoint, the quality of a 

(Falcons OT) Jake Matthews or (Falcons OT) Kaleb McGary or (Falcons OG) 

Chris Lindstrom inside who did some really good things for us when we were 

there, and now continue to do good things for those guys that fit their mode and 

how they want to play. You're going to be up for a challenge when you're 

talking about those guys. (Falcons WR) Olamide Zaccheaus, man, I can't forget 

about him. My free agent wide out that's really done a great job that I'm very 

proud of. I taught him how to swim, a fun fact, in my backyard. He is a high-

quality human, high-quality character, he's doing a great job of everything he 

did in the preseason, everything that he's carried over to the field. Last week, 

he unfortunately fumbled, but he made a great play and I'm fired up for him and 

fired up to get a chance to see those guys and play against those guys.” 

  

(On Falcons DB A.J. Terrell) 

“He's scary. A.J. Terrell is a guy that I have high regard for. I remember him 

coming out of college and we all bashed him because he got beat by (Bengals 

WR) Ja’Marr chase and (Vikings WR) Justin Jefferson. I think we all kind of 

wanted to retract those statements. You're talking about a high-quality 

individual that came on and was very competitive right from the beginning. I 

noticed his competitiveness right away, going against Julio (Jones) every day 

and having a competition that he was able to have as a rookie. He was serious. 

He came in with the pro-style atmosphere, he came in with the pro-like 

approach. Just with everything, his work ethic, how he plays, very similar to 

what (Rams DB Jordan) Fuller has done for this organization and how he 

prepares. I got nothing but high regard for AJ and actually, he was around our 

guy too (Rams DB) DK (Derion Kendrick) when he was at Clemson and some 

of the other guys. You know what type of guy he is, what type of guy (we’re) 

going to have to prepare for.” 

  

(On how he is feeling facing his old team in the Falcons, being the former 



defensive coordinator and interim head coach) 

“I'm so different. I don't get frazzled with those types of emotions. That was a 

great opportunity that (Falcons Owner) Arthur Blank gave me and I got nothing 

but love and respect and aberration for him and his family and everything they 

do. I wish him the luck every week but this week. For them and the whole 

organization, going back to (Falcons CEO) Rich McKay, his son (Rams Director 

of Pro Scouting John McKay) works here. We didn’t let him in the building this 

week, but he definitely works here. We've been a part of those guys. Arthur 

Blank's son did an internship with us this summer. There's some very close 

relationships that you can have and not have those emotions. Our business is 

production driven and that will never change. That's just the nature of the beast. 

I don't have any ill will towards not picking me. You don't have to feel sorry for 

me for getting fired from the Atlanta Falcons. That happens to all of us in this 

business. I actually got a chance to call (former Nebraska Head Coach) Scott 

Frost and let him know, ‘Congratulations, welcome to coaching. You finally got 

fired. It is what it is and now you're ready to move forward and do what we do 

best, and that's overcome and move forward, just like us after this Buffalo 

game.’ In this business, man, whether you play the game or you coach the 

game, gun fighters get shot. If you get in enough gun fights, you're bound to get 

shot, and that’s essentially what happens.” 

  

(On what he has seen on film from Falcons WR Drake London and if he 

thinks he is a generational talent) 

“That's a hard question for me, to ask about generational talent, but I will say 

this, I didn't evaluate him coming out of college. You get a chance to glimpse at 

him, look at him at USC obviously when I got out here. Then he got to the 

league and he got hurt early there when he had a nice little cross on the keeper 

game and got tackled low and was kind of out for the remainder of that start, 

but he had a nice start last week. You see the talent, you see the movement, 

you see the unique skill set, you see all the different dynamics that you can 



bring from a standpoint from a receiver. When you're talking about the double 

up, the separation, the speed burst, the false acceleration, all of those things. 

You’re giving me a chance to talk about offense, I like that. You get a chance to 

see all those things that they do from a receiver standpoint, his read stems, his 

blaze out stems, all of those things. It'd be fun to go against him. Right now 

they're featuring the play action game and you get a chance to see him go 

down deep and we’ll get a nice new challenge for us and what we need to do.” 

  

(On the phone conversation he had with Scott Frost) 

“I absolutely called Scott Frost. I happened to be at home this weekend 

because we had nothing to do after we got our butts kicked on Thursday. I'm 

sitting there watching the games and I happened to look at my phone for the 

first time because I don't want to hear you guys talk about me, and I saw Scott 

Frost got fired. So I said, ‘Let me give my buddy a call’. I gave him a call and 

just made sure he was all alright, and he was. He'll be ready to move forward 

and congratulated him for becoming a coach.” 

  

(On his philosophy is coming out of a loss) 

“It would be a cop-out to say you forget about it. You hold onto those things, 

there's no doubt about it, but you can't let the same team beat you twice. That 

is something that we use in this building, that is something that we thrive on. 

We didn't think this season was going to go smooth, right? It didn't go smooth 

last year. It ended well. The ultimate goal is to keep getting better and better 

every single week. Like I said, when you stand in this position and you stand in 

this league long enough, you're going to go against a great reporter one day 

and she's going to absolutely dominate you. When that happens, you got to 

come out, fight the next week, and that's the same way we feel about 

everything that we do.” 

  

(On the gameplan to match the power and versatility of RB Cordarrelle 



Patterson) 

“He runs with absolute power. I've talked about him with position versatility 

earlier. He comes downhill. He has transitioned from this receiver at Tennessee 

that I remember evaluating when I was in Washington when he came out and 

he's transitioned to this excellent return player, probably a legendary return guy 

in his league. When you talk about him (former Bears WR) Devin Hester and 

some of the other greats, right? Now he's transitioning to this guy that can go 

out there and just make plays to this real deal running back that knows how to 

cut, this one cut runner and he finds the angles and he absolutely runs with 

extreme toughness. Our goal is to knock him back, that would never change. 

We got some guys up front, just got to throw hands. We got to shed blocks and 

we got to knock him back and we got to get these guys on ‘get back on track’ 

downs. We got to get these guys into pass downs, we got to get these guys into 

that window in order not to let him get going and this offense get going to 

continue to do what they want to do and force their role on their opponent.” 

  

(On DT Aaron Donald being 1.0 sack away from reaching 100 for his 

career and if he has any memories from his 2018 season where he had 

20.5 sacks) 

“You always come with some significant stat that I don't know. Aaron is the 

greatest football player that probably most of us have been around. You're 

carrying this gold jacket right now and we're just lucky enough to be able to 

watch it. He doesn't even think about that right now and neither do the people 

around him because we got one common goal. Our common goal remains the 

same, to go 1-0 each week and to go out there and do our thing. Right now, 

we're fighting for our lives to go get a win, and that's what we're going to think 

about. When it's all said and done, me and you will sit around and we'll talk 

about this and talk about the greatness of Aaron Donald and we'll talk about the 

greatness that Aaron Donald provided me. I'll be able to brag about myself and 

what I did for him, which is absolutely nothing, but it'll be a lot of fun.” 



 

 

Offensive Coordinator Liam Coen  

(On the discussion this week in terms of the running game)  

“I think just trying to get some of the right schemes against the way that this 

team is hitting blocks versus how Buffalo was. Every defense presents things 

up front or in the box differently and there's some consistencies with how 

defenses are really hitting blocks and how we need to block the structures 

accordingly. So just trying to kind of be a little bit more detailed in terms of how 

we're hitting the blocks, versus some of these looks with (Atlanta Falcons DL) 

Grady Jarrett, some of those things up front, how we can take advantage of 

these guys, which will be maybe a little bit different than what we saw against 

Buffalo. But it's just more specific to the defensive structure. We know we got to 

run the ball better. We know we have to be more physical. It's been a point of 

emphasis all week, but it's just being a little bit more specific to the defensive 

structure that we're seeing, which is different than Buffalo, who is a little bit 

more of a stout, two-gap defense.”  

 

(On what goes into designing route constructs that beat the shell zone)  

“Yeah, I think we expected some shell coverage last week, but probably not as 

much as we ended up getting, and then being able to adjust. It's really just 

trying to be able to spread out the field a little bit more. We know we like to live 

in those bunches and stacks and things like that. But when you are seeing 

some of those shell structures, it's a little bit better to get more air in the 

formation and try to be able to let these guys see the coverages, see the voids 

in the zones, be able to stretch them vertically, but also horizontally, but with a 

little bit more air in the formation. Given the quarterback and the receivers a 

chance to feel and see those zones in those voids a little bit clearer. We could 

have done a better job on our part of giving them those opps in some 



instances.”  

 

(On the pressure factor against that route construct)   

“That's the double-edged sword, right? I mean when you're struggling a little bit 

to protect and the ball's not being able to come out in a timely rhythm, it is 

difficult at times. That's why the Tampa Two defense was so successful and 

why it was created all those years when you could get a four-man rush and play 

coverage. It's not exactly the most fun standing back there and dealing with. So 

especially when the routes can't really develop and get down the field when the 

rush is happening. It just so happened that that was the case against the Bills.”  

 

(On how he gets WR Allen Robinson more involved in the offense)  

“That's a little bit of an element that we're working through right now in terms of, 

‘Hey let's be intentional about his touches, his (opportunities) opps, and put him 

in the right spots.’ He's been an X. But we can move him around like we've kind 

of talked about to you guys in the past. Just being more intentional about it, 

giving him opps and he has his part as well. Play fast, get open, got to 

separate, find those voids in the zones. But I think he's had a really nice week 

so far already. We have a good plan for him I think moving forward and be able 

to get him some more touches moving forward.”  

 

(On what his evaluation of QB Matthew Stafford last week)  

“Yeah, I think first, I don't want to say first game, but live action and the bullets 

are flying. He's as good as any with anticipation, timing, ball placement. 

Sometimes when that stuff starts flying around in front of your face and the 

coverages aren't moving too much, it can become difficult for any quarterback 

at any level. I loved his demeanor on the sideline, the way he kept competing. 

He took some hits, took some shots and got up every single time. (He) wanted 

more and wanted to keep competing. Sometimes it's your night. I think it was 

just probably an off night.”  



 

(On if he has seen a change in RB Cam Akers since his conversation with 

Head Coach Sean McVay)  

“Yeah, I think especially this week. Yesterday's practice you could definitely 

sense Cam’s sense of urgency. Just the preparation, performance, will always 

kind of marry in our opinion. It's ‘Hey, how are you preparing? How are you 

really attacking the week? How are you attacking practice? Every meeting, 

every single thing that you do will end up carrying over into the games.’ I think 

Cam's done that this week and hopefully will continue to do so. We can get him 

some opps and get him some carries because we know when he does touch 

the football and there's some plays to be made, he will make them.”  

 

(On if Cam’s change is a mental mentality)   

“I think it's a mentality. It's difficult when you're going through training camp. It's 

a little bit, you get into the monotony of just plays, concepts. You're trying to 

learn and conceptualize things, but you're really not preparing. But you do have 

to, as a young player, who's really only played a small amount of reps and 

snaps in his career up to this point because of those injuries, you have to utilize 

all the opps…practice meetings, walkthroughs, to end up putting yourself in a 

position to be mentally focused and ready to go on game day because we don't 

play these guys in the preseason in a lot of instances. We're not getting a ton of 

live opps during training camp. So we have to be able to utilize every single day 

as a game rep for him.”  

 

(On how they develop WR TuTu Atwell into a weapon that he can have 

confidence in)  

“There was a pretty solid plan for him going into the Buffalo game. Then you 

see the structures that they're playing, the front and how it was affecting some 

things. You end up getting off of some of the things that make him successful or 

what we've really been able to see throughout training camp of getting him 



down the field vertically. ‘Hey, now how do we give him some different angles 

of the cut? How do we get him some intermediate throws, things like that can 

maybe just really diversify his route tree.’ Because everything doesn't have to 

be down the field vertical that we're sitting on it and waiting, being able to give 

him some different opps in terms of the route tree. But also be able to attack 

the coverages when we get them to be able to get those down the field opps.”  

 

(On if he is confident in OG Tremayne Anchrum Jr. stepping in to play 

when he has not played much in the past)  

“He's had a great training camp. I remember when I was here in 2020, (Tree) 

Tremayne just had come in and you could just see his process. He's a super 

smart, diligent player. He's sturdy. He can anchor. He's always showing some 

of those traits whether it be on the practice squad when I was here. Last year 

they said he did a great job of continuing to develop and he had a great training 

camp. So as you see some of the traits, you see his work ethic, you see his 

process, and it leads you to believe that, ‘Hey, given an opportunity, let's see 

what he can do.’ Physically he can do it.”  

 

(On if he wants TuTu Atwell to develop into a player who can break the 

shell)  

“Yeah, absolutely. Talking about breaking the shell, when you get into a game 

like Buffalo, for us when you're sitting there, we're drop back passing and we're 

struggling to protect a little bit. So as a playcaller and as an offensive staff, 

you're like, ‘Well, how can we then just take shots off play action?’ Because 

you're like, ‘Well, there's no way we're going to get these off.’ We ended up 

kind of protecting pretty well in the play pass when we did have those opps. So 

it's one of those things as a coach in the middle of the game, you're like, ‘Well, 

we can't get some of these play passes off if we're not really able to protect 

clean in the drop back game.’ But some of those were better opps. So I do think 

breaking the shell is absolutely something that you learn as a coach in the 



middle of a game that, ‘Hey, doing it over again? Yeah of course.’ Some of 

those things could come up, but we all learn from those opps.”  

 

 

Defensive Tackle Aaron Donald 

 

(On what he sees from Falcons QB Marcus Mariota) 

“I think from watching the first game, obviously, he did some good things. He 

gave some different looks that they didn't do last year from breaking down film. 

He was mobile, made some right throws, they were able to stay in the groove 

and they played a good game. He looked solid. Obviously, it was the first game 

of the season, but looked like a tough team and we got to do what we got to do 

to try to slow them down.” 

  

(On if it’s difficult having 11 days between games and if the last game is 

completely behind them) 

“First game of the season, obviously, we know we ain't played to how we 

wanted to play. It was more like a humbling experience for us. Guys (are) 

locked in. Just talking to a couple of the veteran guys, couple guys that been 

around that know this game, they've been playing this game for a while, I know 

where everybody's minds (are) at. So, I think we're in a good place. Obviously, 

last week is last week. We got some time off to recover, lock in, do what we 

needed to do to get prepared for this week. I think guys will be ready.” 

  

(On what he’s seen from Falcons RB Cordarrelle Patterson) 

“Well, he’s running the ball hard, obviously. From a guy that was a return guy, 

to wide receiver, to now, (he) looks more like a running back. He’s running 

hard, downhill, making guys miss, so we got to try and find ways to slow him 

down and not let him get himself going.” 

  



 

(On where his eyes and body have to be considering the Falcons’ 

dimensionality with multiple players that can run the ball) 

“I think this week is going to be more as far as being disciplined and obviously 

everybody communicating, definitely for us up front for certain looks we can get 

and certain ways you want to set it. Just communicating together, everybody 

being on the same page and understanding what we’re going to get to be able 

to play fast and trying to find ways to make our plays when they present 

themselves. That's on us as far as just being out there, communicating with 

each other, understanding what we watched on film, what we've been 

practicing that it’s going to come to life come game time. We’ll be prepared for 

that.” 

  

(On if his 100th career sack means anything to him) 

“Anytime you accomplish something, it’s a great honor but obviously, I'm just 

out there playing. Not thinking about it, just playing a game, trying to do what I 

can to help my team win.” 

  

(On if there were any players that he looked up to growing up when it 

came to sacks) 

“See I'm a Pittsburgh guy, so I watched the Steelers a lot. You know, like 

(Troy) Polamalu, “Big” Casey Hampton, (James) Harrison, guys like that, even 

Ray Lewis. Steelers played them twice a year, so watching those guys and 

seeing the success they had, I was more gravitated to those types of guys.” 

--RAMS-- 

  

 


