
 
 

Rams Defensive Coordinator Brandon Staley – Media Availability – January 5, 2021 
 
(On being able to contain Seahawks QB Russell Wilson on the ground) 
"It’s such a huge part of defending him. It's what makes him so unique. I think No. 1, you've got to be able 
to have a lot of depth in order to rush him properly. You’ve got to be able to have a lot of people that are 
fresh in the game, because it's such a four-quarter, overtime-type spirit when you play against him. So, 
you've got to have a lot of depth. I think you've got a rush in multiple ways. I think you’ve got to have variety, 
where there's not a steady diet that he can get in rhythm, to kind of find the cavities and creases that may 
exist. Then I think it's just, it's rushing four as one, five as one, six as one, however many we're rushing, 
making sure rushing together. (Defensive Line Coach) Eric Henderson and (Outside Linebackers Coach) 
Chris Shula, (Assistant Head Coach/Linebackers Coach) Joe Barry, they all do such an outstanding job of 
organizing our rush plans. We pressure with some DBs as well, so they're involved with it too. It's such a 
team operation when you're facing (Seahawks QB) Russell (Wilson), and certainly it'll be another big test 
on Saturday.” 
 
(On OLB Leonard Floyd) 
“(OLB) Leonard Floyd is someone that I think is having a career year, as you guys are all aware from a 
statistical-standpoint. He had a big milestone last week reaching double digits (sacks) for the first time in 
his career. Not at all surprised by that, but just so happy for him. I know that meant a lot to him beyond what 
was widely documented, in terms of what it earned him that day. I think that it's just exciting to see a player 
reach his full potential and I think that as a coach, that's what you're after.  You want your players to become 
what they're capable of being and Leonard has meant so much to us. There's no way we would have had 
the success we would have had this season without his performance, his leadership at that position. He's 
got a way about him that people respond to within his own position group. Those guys, they look up to him 
and he's just so consistent. We talk about (DL) Aaron's (Donald) consistency and how rare it is, and 
Leonard, you can say the same thing about Leonard. The way he is a professional and the way he performs 
each and every day. We're just so fortunate to have him and certainly a career year for him.” 
 
(On where he sees the most growth from the defense over the course of the season) 
“From the first game until the last one that we just played, I think that we've been able to operate at a higher 
level. There have been those deeper chapters of football that you have to be able to reach in order to 
defend all these great players and great offenses. There really is a gear that you’ve got to be able to get to 
in terms of operating. When you see a formation, when you see a personnel grouping, when there's an 
unscripted look that maybe you didn't see in the preparation. How quickly do you respond to it? Then how 
quickly do you make adjustments within the game? These guys are so good on the other side. When their 
plan of attack expresses itself, how quickly can you adjust your stuff out? I think that we've been able to do 
that better and better each week and just been so proud of our coaches and players because we've worked 
really hard at it. I think it speaks to the relationships we have with one another. The way you improve is by 
being really intentional, I think that that's what we've done all year long.” 
 
(On how he would describe Floyd’s personality) 
“I'm here to tell you, even if you were here in person, you wouldn't get much out of this guy. That's kind of 
part of his charm, to be very honest with you. I mean, part of his charm is how simple he is. He's just a 
wonderful player. A great guy. Guys like being around him. He plays with great spirit, great energy, loves 
to practice, loves to play and he loves to say very few words. My mom, she was a teacher, she used to talk 
about like a teacher's dream and he can certainly kind of fit that description for a coach. Quiet guy, but just 



a humble guy. A lot of humility. I think he’s just very humble. He's got a lot of talent now, this guy's as good 
as you're going to find. He's got a lot of humility and just a really fierce competitor.” 
 
(On how he balances the potential opportunity to interview for head coach openings with preparing 
for a playoff game) 
“Well, I think that you take care of what's in front of you first, and what's in front of us is the Seattle Seahawks 
for the third time. I think that that's where you have to start and finish your day. That is the biggest thing on 
our minds right now is to be able to compete in this game to the best of our abilities. It takes so much 
preparation to face a team like this, let alone for the third time with all their great coaches and players. As 
you guys know, playing in the same division as these guys, you know how good that team is, and we were 
just there a few weeks back. So, that's where it really begins. As for the other stuff, now I've been preparing 
my whole life for opportunities like that, so it's not like there's (only) a few days that you're going to get 
ready for something. It's just that those things will take care of themselves to be very honest. It's not going 
to be something that takes a lot of time from me. To be also truthful, it's just such an example of our team, 
our players and the reason why good things happen like that is because of the people that you're with. As 
you guys know, our players are having career years. Our best players, the guys that you know a lot about. 
Then there's other guys that you don't know as much about, guys that are like (DL) Morgan Fox, who's 
having a career year, who just had his sixth sack. Guys like (CB) Troy Hill, that people don't know a lot 
about. (S) Jordan Fuller, a sixth-round draft pick. (S) Nick Scott, who’s normally a special teams guy, who's 
played good football for us. (S) JuJu Hughes, undrafted rookie who's come in and played well for us at 
times. We have a really deep group of great defensive players, who I'm extremely grateful for. We have 
accomplished a lot together in the regular season and it's because of them. Then all of our coaches that 
good things happen, Hopefully the NFL is discovered our players in a big way, because they've expressed 
themselves, I think to the NFL. So many guys. Then there's so many coaches that we have, that I can say 
the same thing about. You guys are aware of the minority coaching situation in this league. We have three 
guys on our staff, (Safeties Coach) Ejiro Evero, (Defensive Line Coach) Eric Henderson and (Cornerbacks 
Coach) Aubrey Pleasant, who are as good as you're going to find anywhere. If they think that we're doing 
something special on defense, well, you can look no further than those guys. Joe Barry, who's our assistant 
head coach, who's been a defensive coordinator who will be one again. (Defensive Quality Control) 
Jonathan Cooley, (Assistant Defensive Line Coach) Thad Bogardus, and Chris Shula. It's about all of us 
and I say that because I mean, it. Good opportunities happen for players, coaches, all of us, in your line of 
work, because of the people that you're with. I'm excited for all of us.” 
 
(On the challenge of a defense preparing for two quarterbacks) 
“I think there's just so many times, there's so much time in the day. There's only so much time in the day 
that you can utilize on the field or in the meetings. I think anytime there's more to prepare for, it just makes 
it more challenging. I think that, time allocation. It's just like us, if it's something happened to their starting 
quarterback, then that would certainly force us to sort of prepare in a different direction or for more things 
that happened to us the other day in that game versus Arizona. I think your job as a coach is to make sure 
that your guys are ready for both things that you can scout and things that you can't. Certainly we'll see 
what happens this weekend.” 
 
(On how QB Jared Goff and QB John Wolford independently challenge a defense) 
“I think stylistically they're a lot different. I think just mobility and size and experience. They're just different 
players that way. But I think that we're running the same offense. I think that's something that is the same. 
We still have the same play caller. The guys around that position are still the same. So, it's a challenge 
when you have to defend an offense as good as ours.” 
 
(On if playing a team for the third time in a season is more fun considering extra information to 
utilize and coaches are more of a factor) 
“Perhaps. I think the players are going to decide the game. I think the players will be the deciders in this 
game. You take a look at basketball, when those guys go best of seven, best of five. They play each other 
quite a bit. They play the same team, so I look at it like that. There's a lot of familiarity between these players 
and coaches. When it comes down to that, it's more like a pickup game at the YMCA. When you run it back 
and you play best of five or best of seven, you know each other well and it's just who's going to make the 
winning plays in the winning moments. I think that's going to be ultimately the decider in the game.” 



(On his thoughts of the Rams ranking as the top defense in the league) 
“I think we're very proud of the way we've competed. Certainly, your goal, no matter what level of ball you're 
in, is just to become the best version of yourself and wherever that takes you, I think that you can live with.       
I think that's something in my background, being a teacher’s son and coach's son, you just want to take 
your group that you have and try to maximize that group within that particular season. This season, I think 
that we did that and that led us to the rankings, where we finished and I think for all of us, us coaches and 
players, we can say in the 2020 regular season that we were the top defense and that's something that we 
can take with us for a long time and I'll be very proud of.” 
 
(On how he feels DL A’Shawn Robinson has expressed himself over this season) 
“Not easy to go through what he has had to go through because changing teams and really he was out for 
a lot of the second half of last season in Detroit. So, he was out, if you think about the time that he was not 
playing football, it was a long time that he had not played football. I think any time you transition to a new 
team, new city, okay, we're in a pandemic, a global pandemic. He doesn't get training camp to play football.    
Guys, the only way you get better at playing football is by playing it. You can't go to the gym and just fire 
up a bunch of jump shots, when you play football, you’ve got to put pads and helmets on and then you've 
got to be able to do what you do, which for him requires playing against other people. I think that he just 
had to get himself into shape. I think he had to get himself into a fundamental rhythm of how we play 
technique here with ‘Henny’ (Eric Henderson) upfront and Thad. Then learning what to do and how to do 
it. Why it's important. All those things. And, oh by the way, you're really far along into the season, where 
everyone's rolling. So, you're having to catch up. I think that he's been trying so hard to catch up.  I'm just 
so proud of him because it it's such a difficult thing for a player to do what he's had to do. He’s really given 
us a nice lift from a depth perspective. He’s made some big plays for us and we're glad that we have him.” 
 
(On why he chose football over basketball in his youth) 
“Basketball was my first love, that's for sure. I think it's kind of growing with a ball, dribbling a ball and all 
that. That was my first love. But I think, it's one of those things where maybe, I peaked too soon because 
when I started to play football more in high school and play it more, because I just played so much more 
basketball growing up. The more I started to actually play football the more I fell in love with it. I felt like, 
maybe where my abilities lied, probably could take it further in football. I think the thing that I always loved 
about football was just what a team game it is and how much strategy and how much competition really lies 
in being good at it. You know? I think it's really hard to be good at football. It's such a unique game, because 
it's not like basketball where you get to do it all the time. You really have to work really hard for so few 
opportunities and I’ve always loved that about football. But I think my basketball background as a point 
guard, moving into being a quarterback and then ultimately calling defenses, you can ultimately see a lot 
of me by the way I grew up as a point guard.” 
 
(On how Seattle moved Seahawks WR DK Metcalf around last game) 
“Good observations. I kind of said that in the very first time we played them that I thought that that he had 
really expanded his route tree and that they were trying to do a lot more with him from a locational 
standpoint. I think that shows you the depth of his game and how much he's improved as a player, because 
you can't move around within the formation if mentally and physically you haven't improved a lot. So, I think 
that's a strength of their offense. That's what you have to do with premium guys like that is you have to 
move them around or else everyone's going to be focused on them. So, credit to him. I think it's a big part 
of why he's had such a good year for them and is such an outstanding player.” 
 
(On CB Jalen Ramsey’s technique this season) 
“He’s a very complete player – size, speed are critical factors for the position. He’s an outstanding open 
field tackler. He can play man-to-man, from bump-and-off. He can play the ball in the deep part of the field. 
He's got position flexibility. He’s got a mind that allows him to play different positions and play them at a 
high level. He's as fierce of a competitor as you're going to find.” 
 
(On if there is anything about DL Aaron Donald’s preparation that he found surprising) 
“I think every day is a playoff game for (DL) Aaron Donald. Every day is game seven. I think that's what 
makes him so unique is what you see in the weight room, on the practice field, at the games, is the same 
thing all the time. He's got a fierce, competitive spirit. He's got a lot of pride in his performance. It does not 



make sense to him, okay, it does not make sense to him to not perform at his highest capacity. It does not 
make sense to him. It's not in him to not give everything that's inside of him to the game. That is why he is 
so great at it.” 
 
(On Ramsey’s athleticism on the key pass breakup in the endzone against Arizona) 
“Definitely a signature-type play. I would tell you, if we had played that coverage a little better, (S) John 
Johnson (III) probably should have intercepted that and Jalen wouldn’t have even been a factor on it. If we 
just played it a little bit more, like we should have, you may not have even seen that come to life. I think 
what makes Jalen unique is that who he's going against on that rep is arguably one of the best receivers of 
the last 10 years, (Cardinals WR DeAndre) Hopkins, who we have so much respect for. Being able to kind 
of climb the ladder in the deep part of the field, because what makes the DeAndre so special is that moment, 
right? The contested catch, up high, climb the ladder. So for Jalen to be able to do that, to compete at the 
high point where DeAndre is so good, certainly a signature play. That's why you got to have special 
competitors like Jalen, because they play even better when they're playing against people like that. I thought 
that he had a good game the other night.” 
 
 
 


